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Born February 15, 1968 in Messina, Italy, Santi Cassisi had the Degree in Physics at the University of 
Pisa in 1991 (Title of the thesis: ‘Evolutionary properties of primeval stellar populations) and the PhD 
at the University of L’Aquila, 1997 (Title of the thesis: ‘Evolutionary and pulsation properties of 
stellar populations’).  
 
Full professor (“dirigente di ricerca”) at the INAF – Astronomical Observatory of Abruzzo – Teramo 
(Italy). 

Since the 2022, Cassisi is member of the administrative board of the “Fundacion Galileo Galilei - 
Fundacion Canaria”, which manages the Galileo National Telescope (TNG) at La Palma (Canary Island 
– Spain). 

Special mention for the 1999 Livio Gratton Prize, and for the ‘Dott. G. Borgia’ prize of the Italian 
Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei in 2003. 
 
Author of about 500 publications - of which 312 ones are papers in peer-review journals - with about 
24700 citations and an H-index of 83. 
 
Author of two books for professional researchers and university students: 

• M. Salaris & S. Cassisi: “Evolution of Stars and Stellar Populations” ed. Wiley and Sons’, 
London, 2005; 

• S. Cassisi & M. Salaris: “Old Stellar Populations: How to Study the Fossil Record of Galaxy 
Formation”, ed.  ‘Wiley-VCH’, Berlin, 2013. 

 
His general research interests are on: theoretical stellar astrophysics; stellar evolution and computation 
of models for very low, low- and intermediate-mass stellar structures, evolutionary tracks and 
isochrones for simple and composite stellar populations; interpretation of observed Colour-Magnitude-
Diagrams of field stars, globular and open clusters; the Multiple Population phenomenon in Galactic 
globular clusters; checking of the accuracy and reliability of stellar models; testing of the reliability of 
the physical inputs adopted in computing stellar models; computation of evolutionary models of very 
low mass stars and analysis of the initial mass function both in the field and in stellar clusters; 
calibration of stellar primary distance indicators and their use for deriving the distance to galactic and 
extragalactic stellar systems; use of the stellar observables for deriving the value of parameters of 
cosmological relevance as the chemical composition of primordial matter, the age of the Universe and 
the Hubble constant. 

Cassisi has given several courses about: theoretical stellar astrophysics, stellar population, distance and 
age indicators, Galactic archaeology, star clusters, computational astrophysics, etc, in various national 
and international universities and research institutes. 

 
 


